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The Brethren Evangelist ««' convention. There ere 

«even days in * week, and one 
week lasts bat a abort tine, end 
there ire lew then weeks of in- 
tervening time. If any one Iim 
no pi* ii ni tig to do, do resolutions 
to frame, no system to perfect 
to offer for eon si deration, no en- 
couraging newa to tell, no valu- 
able experience to give, then let 
biro pray that God may guide 
and blew the work, and let him 
com me nee to pray now. 

May the God ot all wisdom 
and knowledge and power keep 
oar hearts and minds, and lead 
us into the devout roan of life, 
and to true devotion in our most 
holy profession. 


Moner h 7 Bxpiw, Postal Montr 
Order, Draft, or Hagtiland Latter, payable 
t> tha order of A L. Qartar, On* and J-eent 
(tamp* will b* aowptad for inma naderoe* 
dollar only ; wa ranch prefer Peatal Kotaa 
to (tampa, but both ar* at Hie rlik ot the 
aander. Bo »ot •«■■<• <■*»»■ »■ a" »■"• 
leteirnl irltrr. 

Examine the date jirinKd on yoor paper 
with your name, and when you lime I* out 
plea** ISMSW a (haat* at Ike date la ■ 
•■/■<■< rn< nretpi Mr nawriplle^ 
aad If the dale la not ehanied In two week! 
after payment In made, notify ua nf the error. 
ADI'llBWi. 
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An Admonition. 
The subject of the Convention 
is now thoroughly before the 
Brotherhood, and soon there will 
be a heavy draw upon space to 
accommodate *uch matter. Bnt 
betore much more is said, we 
desire to lilt op a word ot ad- 
monition lor all who contemplate 
writiug upon the subject. 

Let every one know and un- 
derstand that a convention has 
been called by the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee. There is a 
demand for such a convention, 
and the committee did its duty 
by calling one. The fact that a 
convention has beeu called 
should silence every one on the 
subject of whether there is a nec- 
essity for it or not. Arguments 
upon such a theme can do no 
good now and can be nothing 
more than literary rubbage. 
Brethren, if you have nothing 
else to write about a convention, 
please do not write at all. The 
aim is to hold a convention to 
the glory of God and the honor 
of the Brethren church, and this 
la the standard around which all 
ehould rally and direct their en- 
ergies. 

Every brother who has the 
Lord's work at heart will be in 
favor of a convention if he will 
prayerfully consider the matter. 
He who will stand up in an air 
of self suffice ncy and flippantly 
ridicule the convention project, 
while hundreds of calls for help 
are eoming in from all sources, 
is barren of that quality of heart 
that prompted God ts send his 
Bon into the world that whoso- 
ever believeth on bim might not 
perish bnt have everlasting life. 
Unless a united effort is made to 
answer these calls, God will 
condemn us as unfaithful and 
wicked servants and put a mark 
of disgrace upon us ae he did 
upon Cain. 

These calls are sent, not to an 
individual, but to the Brethren 
church, and it is the duty of the 
Brethren church to make an ef- 
fort to answer them, having faith 
in God, that he will foster and 
protect her in tbe effort. 

The elephant that is dangerous 
and should be leared is the devil, 
and his graven image which 
many are worshiping is covet- 
noasness which is idolatry. We 
have brought nothing into thia 
world, and it is sure that we can 
carry nothing out. If, therefore 
we have food and raiment let ua 
be contented therewith, and go 
on storing away treasures in 
heaven, and sowing the seed of 
righteousness. 

There is now only three 
months remaining before we 
shall gather together in a gen- 


The Baptism of Heretics. 
The Primitive Church, like 
tbe church of every other age, 
could not be "of one mind"' on all 
questions of Christian doctrine. 

In those days they were great 
admirers ot the adage, admired 
by some, that the logic of the 
strongest is always the best. Ac- 
cordingly, when one party de- 
sired to bead off another, tip 
usually tried to convene the 
largest council of bishops. 

In the year 256, Pope Stephen 
condemned the decree of tbe 
African Council, under Cyprian, 
1 hat heretics should be baptized. 
A very intelligenf i-nneeption 
of the controversy cau he obtain- 
ed by comparing it wiih the ac- 
tion ot the German Uap'irt rulers 
in their dealings with the Breth- 
ren. They have decreed in their 
councils that members of the 
Brethren church must be re bap- 
tized before they can bo received 
as members. 

In that early time, there were 
organizations claiming to be 
Christian, that did not accept all 
of the Catholic doctrine. They 
were called heretics and in places 
they could not enter the general 
church without submitting to a 
re-baptism. In other places they 
were received on their first bap 
lie-tii. So it was a case exactly 
like the attitude of tbe German 
Baptist toward the Brethren, on 
this subject. 

After Pope Stephen's condom - 
nation, Cyprian lost no time in 
calling a larger convention than 
tbe ones held before. This made 
the third one that was called to 
settle this matter and then it was 
not settled. 

In the seventh Council of Car- 
thage, there were eighty-seven 
bishops, and the meeting was 
held in September, 256 A. D. 
They had no elaborate creed in 
those days, and it is interesting 
to follow the history of such a 
council. They came together 
aud held a sort of experience 
meetiug, each bishop giving his 
reasons why he could not indorse 
a certain practice ; and then a 
decree was promulgated by au- 
thority of aconncil. 

Cyprian convened a council, of 
course, to condemn the baptism 
ot heretics. We quote a num- 
ber of the bishops, who took part 
in that council held about seven- 
ty years before the great council 
of Nice. 

'('weili us »f Bilta,— I know only one 
baptism in the church. 

Primus ot Hisftirp*.— I decide that 
every man who comes to us from heresy 
must be baptized. 

Polycarp ot A dr u met u m— They who 
approve the baptism of heretics, make 
void one baptism. 

Xoratus of Themugada.— We ought 
to declare our faith, that heretics and 
schismatics, who corns to the church 
falsely baptized, stiould be baptised 
lo tbe everlssllng fountain. 
Nemeslanu* of Thubun*;.— Tbe bap- 


tism which heretics and schismatics 
bestow is not tbe true one. 

Jauustrtua of Lambesla.— I decree 
that all heretics must be baptized, and 
so admitted Into the hoi; church. 

Luc) as of Csstra Galbe. —It Is a eon- 
sequence that those who, having been 
baptized bj people who are contrary to 
the church, an polluted, must first 
be cleansed, end then at length be bap- 
tized. 

Ntcomedes of Segermn.— My opinion 
lathis, that heretics coming to the 
cburoh should be baptized. 

Felix of Bagal.— When tbe heretic 
baptize* a heretic, they tail together 
Into death. 

In this style of giving testimo- 
ny one after another arose until 
the eighty-six had spoken, and 
surely they must have been of 
tbe same mind. Bnt among the 
number was one who bad not 
carried the episcopal robe very 
long, and he waa not very decid- 
ed, he was 

Victor of Octavum,— As yourselves 
also know, I have not long been ap- 
pointed a bishop, and I therefore wait- 
ed for the decision of my predecessors. 
I therefore think this, that as many 
as come from heresy should undoubted- 
ly be baptized. 

Cyprian closed the giving of 
testimony by bis own. Many of 
tbe testimonies are ot consider 
able length, so that considerable 
time must have been consumed 
in it - 

This council gives us an idea, of 
the frequency ol such gatherings 
in the Primitive church. This was 
Die seventh council held at Car- 
thage alone, aud tbe church was 
ti.n two hundred aud fiity years 
old. The Christian doctrine 
certainly spread very rapidly, 
tli at there should be 87 bishops 
in Northern Africa at that early 
time. 


true discipline demand, is the 
moat painful duty there is to per- 
form, aud it becomes intensely 
so when the offender has keen an 
intimate associate as well as a 
brother in tha cbnrch. This is a 
duty that very few are doing as 
tbe gospel requires. When God 
writes tbe history of roan, 
writes tha good aud the bsd. 
God made Moses write of biro- 
self that he committed murder. 
That was a humiliation most 
crushing. The shsdow of hid- 
eous darkness moat have fallen up- 
on the countenance of that man 
ot God when the spirit forosd his 
hand to writs thia truth terrible 
and dreadful to him — terrible, 
because murder, dreadful, be- 
cause men and angels, wherever 
God sowed bis seed of truth 
would know that he did tbe 
deed ; and even when he is in 
the judgment, this pardoned sin 
will be a part of tbe record he 
shall bear. And Moses is not 
the only one who suffers in the 
same manner through the in- 
flexible impartiality of tbe Bible. 
However Moses disobeyed no 
written divine law because none 
had yet been given. 

Again, Jesus did not scruple 
to declare that Judas possessed a 
devil. He denounced the Scri bee 
and Pharisees in tbe most severe 
terms, and he did this because 
it was his duty. So, today, when 
it is a duty to arrsign sin, there 
should be no shirking. It is un- 
pleasant, but we can not be car- 
ried on flowery beds of ease just 
yet. 

"Let bim who thiuketh be 
etaudetb lake heed, lest he tall." 


struggle against sin has commenced in 
earnest. 


When It la tally settled ones where 
the convention Is going to be, then 
some solid work should be done In 
msk ing preparations. 


If any of our readers know of any 
one who expects to attend school away 
from home. It will be esteemed a favor 
be rif their addresses are sent to us. 


The reporter for tbe Messenger show- 
ed some friendliness In his item about 
the Progressives. He said there were 
many on tbe ground, prominent among 
whom was E. L. Yoder ; also mention- 
ing the Ev AMoriiRT and his official 
connection with it. Thia was an un- 
expected favor from that source. 

In the last number of tbe Evabo*- 
list, Bro. Joslsh Kelm, lately appoint- 
ed solicitor for Ashland College, de- 
clared the canvass for donations still 
open, and called upon the sisters to 
continue their efforts to raise the f 1000 
proposed, W e wonder who will be the 
next sister to respond ? 


"Mum" Abont Devil*. 

Recently we have ventured to 
do our duty in publishing pain- 
lul facts about erring brethren. 
Thin course has been justified by 
some, aud by others it is con- 
demned. We do not seek to 
justify the acts, nor to make any 
apology, but we do denounce 
tbe sentiraeutalism that has tak- 
en possession ot our minds, in 
our attitude toward such matters. 
Sin must be rebuked, and when 
one who has occupied a high 
standing fulls into the condem- 
nation of the devil, it is wrong to 
keep the circle of acquaintances 
iguorant abont the fact, and 
stand silently by and allow 
eulogies to be pronounced upon 
them. Again, the publication of 
such a fact is no more nnwise 
than it is for one individual to 
privately tell it to his brother 
and neighbor. This sentimental- 
ism is the breeder of backbiting. 
Instead of being open with open 
tliings.it seeks to spy around 
and do its work in the hash! 
huah ! hush ! style. 

Men often commit sin by try 
ing to hide sin; and we feel that 
vm would be committing sin by 
covering up what our brother 
Hood should know. A member 
u ho has occupied no place of 
prominence and carried with 
him no influei ce should he left 
where he is, should he fell short 
of the glory of God. But when 
one who carries influence and 
>' ecu pies a throne of prominence 
come gravely short ot bis calling, 
the fact should be made known, 
m brethren will be protected 
against holding up as mi exam- 
ple of goodness, a man whose 
heart is known to be the seat 
01 impurity. It is humiliating 
to any pure mind to hold op a 
name as good and worthy and 
afterward hear that he was laud- 
ing a devil. 
Rebuking sin as tbe Christian's 


EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


Bro. Cain is quite forcible in bis 
views of conducting church business, 
HU remarks on this point are sound, 
but the church has not yet attained 
that liberal disposition to give that 
which characterizes many other de- 
nominations. If we were as liberal as 
some are, we could raise a hundred 
thousand dollars for church work In 
six monlhs. 


Bro. Bailey says the outlook for Ash- 
land College Is better this season than 
it was last. We are glad of this. Could 
we have the 'encouragement of our 
people everywhere It would not be vsry 
long until we could have a prosperous 
school, 


We lean i that brother Ditch Is get- 
ting along very well In bis pastoral 
tabors at Dunlap, lnd. We are glad to 
hearth Is. 


Bro. Nicholson is now engaged in 
Nebraska. He preaches at Holmes- 
vills, Beatrice, Picksell. Bis family 
will remain lu Iowa, probably, until 
fall. Bro. N, preaches at Holmesvllls 
twice on Sunday, and through tbe 
week several times. 


Our subscription list has increased 
considerable since we have been offer- 
ing the paper for 60 cents from now 
till the end of the year. But there are 
still many who do not take the paper. 
Where there are such, will not some 
generous sister or brother volunteer to 
act as agent to gather them in ? 


Tbe oversight of compositors made 
the item read, concerning a new 
church at If lamlaburg, ill, SO instead 
$1180. A black spot Ik of some Influ- 
ence in certain places. 

" Pa, 


The brethren at Myersdnle, 
having a very successful revival. 


are 


We print a long article from the 
pen of brother Beecbly, of Myersdsle, 
Pa. He takes strong ground* upon the 
subject, aa Christians should ; for tbe 
liquor traffic is one of the most danger- 
ous enemies to law, authority and 
righteousness there is. The brethren 
should take a front rank In the tem- 
perance work. 

Bro. E. L. Yoder's article concern- 
ing tbe Ounkards, published lu the 
Kansas City times Is reaching a good 
ways. We hare received a letter from 
Georgia, asking for s sample copy, and 
the writer said be wanted to subscribe. 


Ashland seems like a deserted place 
since the close of the school. The stu- 
dents, teachers and nearly every one 
connected with tbe school will soon be 
gone. 

Next Sunday brother W. C. Perry 
expects to preach in tbe Miami Valley. 

Pride Is the moat dangerous enemy 
to Christianity that there is. There 
should be no abandonment ot the op- 
position against this arch-enemy of 
Christ. There is no use of making 
laws to correct tbe evil, but tbe watch- 
men on Z Ion's wall is not doing his 
duty if be falsi to warn the people 
against this monster of iniquity. , 

Bro. Martin Sbtvely has moved to 


Convention, Or No Convention. 

I am unable to interpret the 
action of tbe Mil ford folks. Do 
tkey mean that there should be 
do convention any place, or do 
they only mean that they do not 
feel able to entertain it at Mil- 
ford ? II it ia the former, we 
are glad tor the decision ; we do 
not think it would be in good 
taste to hold a convention end 
do ihe work that seems to us 
necessary to do with its burden 
of important reenlta, in a com- 
munity that would not lend its 
moral aid to the work. If the 
latter consideration reached the 
decision, we of coarse have 
nothing to say as to tbe wisdom 
of their action. 

One thing we will say just 
here which may be ot use to those 
who may finally conclude to en- 
tertain the convention. And 
that is I am uncompromisingly 
opposed to the spresd eagle 
notion ot some of our brethren, 
that it must be in some city, 
where we will have a chance to 
spend fifty or a hundred dollars 
for hall rent, and twice that 
amonnt in the wsy of hotel bills, 
when in tact there are churches 
in the country where not even a 
Milford is at hand, who could 
entertain the convention for 
much less money than we would 
pay in a city and thus save the 
money to our own people. Tbe 
entertainment too, would be folly 
as good as most of us fare at 
home. I may be called par- 
simonious aud all that, but in all 
candor, I believe an overestimate 
ot our financial ability, or in 
fact a want ot any estimate, baa 
been oar bane ever since we have 
an organised existence. Yes, 
when we did meet in the city of 
Dayton, we built a publishing 
house, resolved to pay oft our 
college debt, and did other im- 
portant works, bnt for the most 
part this was only done on 
paper. And so it ever will be 
until we drop oar spread ea^le 
notions and confine our work t a 
the limit of onr financial ability. 
In order to have or ever get 


West Independence, Ohio, and now the ' financial ability we nut try to 
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